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Kick Start Middlebury Offers a Second Round of Grants to Bring New Businesses to Town  

 
Middlebury, Vermont – June 7, 2022 – Kick Start Middlebury is announcing awards for the 
second round of the program, intended to offer an incentive to new businesses interested in 
opening within the downtown.     
 
The Kick Start Middlebury panel has awarded a $20,000 to Schmetterling Wine Shop and 
Middleton, and a $15,000 grant to Calvi’s, a previous winner whose business model has since 
changed.  
 
Schmetterling Wine Shop 
Owned by Erika Dunyak  and Danielle Pattavina, Schmetterling Wine Shop will be opening at 
48 Main Street (formerly Wild Mountain Thyme) and will be a boutique natural wine shop. Their 
application promises a comfortable space for customers to browse and ask questions in a non-
judgmental atmosphere. Danielle and Erika say they also seek to provide a safe Queer space in 
our community. “We plan to have an experienced staff to guide the customers’ selections and a 
curation focused on: low intervention production, in the field and in the cellar; Addison County 
wine and cider; ethical labor practices; and wine produced by women, queerfolk, and BIPOC 
makers.”  
 
Middleton 
Middleton will be a collaboration between Parlour owner Lisa Phelps and Elissa Kestner, owner 
of Monelle Vermont in Shelburne and Burlington. The pair seeks to provide classic and unique 
clothing options to the Middlebury locals, tourists and college students. Their selection will 
include premium denim, shirting, accessories and outerwear. Lisa and Elissa write that their 
goals for their female-owned business will include helping women find the best version of 
themselves. “We believe that better basics, beautiful style and unique accessories can inspire 
confidence. Confidence sparks kindness, benefitting the overall community.” They say 
Middleton will be a luxury shopping experience at an approachable price point. Middleton will 
open this fall at 66 Main (formerly Mendy’s) in downtown Middlebury.  
 
Calvi’s  
Last year, the Kick Start Middlebury panel awarded Helen Hall a $20,000 grant to operate 
Calvi’s, a reinvention of a beloved Middlebury businesses from several years ago. Unfortunately, 
current environmental factors, including staffing and supply chain shortages, interrupted Helen’s 
original plans and she approached the Kick Start panel about starting with a smaller version of 
Calvi’s that could eventually be scaled up to her original intentions. The panel invited Helen to 
reapply to the program for this round as they considered it a different business proposal than 
what had been previously awarded. After reviewing Helen’s second proposal, the Kick Start 
panel awarded Calvi’s with $15,000, contingent on launching this summer.  
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The new Calvi's concept begins as a seasonal space offering hard and soft ice cream as well as 
crepes, via window service. The business will launch from Frog Hollow alley and will feature 
outdoor seating as well. Calvi’s will stay open into the fall and will continue to look for 
opportunities to grow into the full service restaurant originally planned over the next couple of 
years.   
 
“We’re thrilled to welcome these new businesses into Downtown Middlebury,” said Better 
Middlebury Partnership Executive Director Karen Duguay. “We’re seeing the downtown come 
alive again and it’s wonderful to experience.”  
 
The collaborating partners that have created the Kick Start Middlebury program are the Town of 
Middlebury, Better Middlebury Partnership, Addison County Chamber of Commerce, Addison 
County Economic Development Corporation, Vermont Small Business Development Center, 
Middlebury College, and several Middlebury area businesses and property owners. Grant funds 
were contributed by the Town of Middlebury, Middlebury Rotary, and Table 21. 
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